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The Name of Kaohsiung

• Takow: before 1920, a fishing 

village

• Takao: 1920-1945, renamed by 

Japanese, became the biggest 

harbor in Taiwan

• Kaohsiung: since 1945, once 

the 3rd biggest container port in 

the world



The development of 

Kaohsiung(Takao)

• Beginning with the construction of railway

• From a small fishing village to the most important port  

city in Taiwan

• Railway, port, industries and the whole city growing 

together and influencing each other



Exporting Goods from 

Kaohsiung Port

• Agricultural products before WWII:

Sugar,Rice,Timbers,Banana,Molasses

• Processing industrials:

Textile

• Heavy industries:

Petrochemical goods

• Container harbor(post 1970’s)





Kaohsiung Port

before Construction
• 1900-1908

• 1900 Railway to Tainan opened

• 1906 the Hama Line(Hamasen)

• 1907 the Fengshan Branch(later Pingtong Line)

• Shipping by boats relay

• City along the railway and Hamasen new ground



HERE













Kaohsiung Port 

Construction Stage I

• 1908-1912

• Deepening the channel and filling the seaport new 

ground by the earth dug out

• The whole Main Trunk Railway opened

• 7 docks constructed

• the city west to the Takao River



HERE





1908 打狗市區改正計畫圖



Kaohsiung Port

Construction Stage II

• 1912-1936

• Further expansion of the port by digging channel and 

filling new ground

• 10 new docks

• Railway and city across the Takao River



1922 打狗市區改正計畫圖
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Kaohsiung Port

Construction Stage III
• 1936-1945

• No more new ground or docks

• 1941 New Takao Station and city downtown shifted to around it

• 1943 East portion of the Port Line railway

• 1944/1945 railway connected to a loop

• Factories along the railway for military purpose

• Railway, port and factories nearly total destructed by bombing in 

WWII



























Kaohsiung Port

Post War Reconstruction

• 1945-1965

• Digging out the sunken ships

• Restoring the railway and factories

• Sugar timber export to earn money



Kaohsiung Port

New construction and Golden stage

• 1965-1990

• The Zhungdauo New Ground new piers and railway

• The Export Processing Area 1966

• The Container Dock I

• The Container Dock II & III

• The Grain Docks

• The China Steel Factory











Kaohsiung Port

Shrinkage

• 1990 till now

• IT industries replacing the traditional ones with much 

smaller products

• Traditional industries moving out, mainly to China

• Pollution problems

• Road transport replacing railway





Promotions before the 

Transformation from Railway to  LRT

• 1983 a special train for NCTU 

• 1999-2005 Lantern Festival trains every year

• 2003-2006 Dudu trains everyday

• 2004 an LRT riding event

• 2006 the Lingyaliao Bridge changing to be a cycling road 

bridge

• 2010 Takao Railway Museum







































the Port line changing to 

an LRT line





The Characteristics 

of Kaohsiung LRT
• B type road right

• CAF made

• Catenary free system : super capacitors(ACR) on 

trains and overhead SCSE at stations recharging in 

25 seconds providing 1.4 Km run/charge

• Grass on floor of tracks

• CDM-Q Track 











Cross section of Rail









Average Passengers

by Month
• Month   Holidays     Weekdays    Average

Jan        15132          6326             8882

Feb        20736          9614            14778

Mar        13198          4530             6767

Apr        16656          4016             9072

May       11573          4644             6656

Jun        11818          5096             7112

Jul         17413          7576             10432

Aug       16336          6948             9551 

• Long vacations in Feb and Apr

• Summer vacation July to August(Heavy rain in Aug)



The Fare of LRT

• NT$30/ride by cash

• NT$10/ride by prepaid cards

iPASS, EASYCARD,icash, 

• No one day or multi days free ticket

• Group fare:10 or more persons NT$10/person

• No discount for elderly or children























The Scenaries of LRT

















































































































Look Back and Forward 

• Kaohsiung city, Railway, Port and Industries growing 

together

• Railway for freight transforming to LRT for tourists

• Factories, warehouses reforming for commerce or 

amuse use

• The Main Trunk Line going to underground

• New Kaohsiung Station











Thank you for Listening
Welcome to Taiwan


